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5th Grade 


Highlights

Ralston Elementary 2014-2015
Welcome

Welcome back! We are so excited to be your child’s teachers for the 2014-2015 school year! Fifth grade is a big year with many exciting things happening. This newsletter is to give you an overview of what we will be teaching in the curriculum areas as well other important information. 
Curriculum Highlights

Math/ Science
This year students will be engaging in meaningful, purposeful, cross-curricular projects with many authentic learning opportunities. The concepts we will focus on are the following: Multiplication and Division strategies, adding and subtracting fractions, Geometry and measurement, Decimal operations, Patterns, Data analysis, Multiplying and dividing fractions, algebra. We will also be focusing on math reasoning, problem solving, explaining math thinking, and collaborating with peers.
Our units of study this year are as follows: Parts and Wholes: Mixtures, Weather systems, Earth systems, Organisms, Human Body, and Growing and Changing. During these units students will be learning about the scientific process, science inquiry, and many hands-on activities and experiments. Throughout these units students will be engaging in authentic projects that integrate all subject areas. Each 5th grader will be required to do a science fair project that will be part of their science grade.
Language Arts

Students will be participating in cross-curricular shared whole-class reading activities, small reading groups where they will work on guided reading skills and strategies, partner reading, and independent reading. Students will work on using their comprehension strategies and reading skills to become better readers. We will use a variety of materials including novels from a variety of genres, short stories, non-fiction texts, poetry, articles, primary and secondary sources and other relevant resources. 
Students will be taken through the writing process as we learn about various writing genres. Students will work on developing their writing skills and techniques through writing short stories, writing to explain, persuasive writing, informational writing, poetry, summaries, as well as writing across the curriculum. 
Reading and writing content will be integrated with Social Studies content to create authentic learning opportunities. Students will be engaged in project based learning throughout the year. 
Our vocabulary development will be a shift in focus from spelling to understanding and applying the meaning of content based words from Science, Social Studies and Math. Instructional activities will be implemented in the classroom. 
Practicing of the vocabulary words will not be assigned as homework, however, the words will be available on the website along with instructional activities. One goal of vocabulary development is for students to be able to transfer their vocabulary understanding into their oral and written communication. 
Library checkout will be on Tuesday and Thursdays.

Snack and Birthday Treats

We will have a snack time every morning. Students are responsible for bringing their own snacks. Please only send healthy and non-messy snacks. Granola bars, fruit, veggies, cheese sticks, dry cereal, yogurt, etc. Please have your child bring a water bottle, water only!
Birthday treats are always welcome. Just let your homeroom teacher know so we can insure that there aren’t any schedule conflicts. Please remember no nuts for treats or daily snack. Birthdays will be celebrated at the end of the school day. 
We have a NUT FREE classroom policy so please do not send in birthday treats or snacks with nuts.

Fifth Grade Website/ Newsletters

The fifth grade website will be updated weekly with any upcoming events, changes in homework, helpful links, and other important information. This website will be a great tool so please check it often. 

There will be a monthly newsletter that will highlight any important upcoming events as well as give you a glimpse into what is happening in the classrooms. Check your email often, additional information will be sent when needed. 

Recess
Students need to be dressed appropriately based on the weather. It is important for all students to get an adequate amount of exercise throughout the day and are being asked to engage in physical activity during recess. For example; engaging in team games, walking the playground, running, etc. 

Missed Work Due to Absence/s
If your child is going to miss school for any reason please call the absentee line at 303-982-4350. Make up work will be given when she/he returns.  The majority of the learning students do in the classroom is through direct instruction, guided practice, class discussions, and collaboration.

 There will rarely be worksheets for students to do to make up for missing this instruction. With the cooperative, investigative approach in the classroom, much of the missed class work will be difficult to make up, if even possible. I lesson plan on Saturdays for the following week due to the fact you never know what will get done and what will not get done during the week. So, it is impossible for me to give future work your child might miss. 

Email Changes and Adding Your Email
If you need to make changes to email addresses and or add an email to our group distribution PLEASE GO TO Jeffco Connect to make those changes. Then distribution lists will change automatically.

Lunch Menu
The lunch menu can be found on the far left side online at: http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/schools/web_sites.html
Homework 

Homework should be meaningful, purposeful, and connected to what students are learning in the classroom. Homework will be flexible based on content and projects and will be responsive to classroom needs. Homework is not meant to be an assessment but its purpose is for feedback and application or reflection of classroom learning. Please check fifth grade website for additional information. Also, planners are helpful in understanding what is happening in the classroom. 

 
Learning Community

In order to encourage and ensure a successful and safe learning environment for all students, positive behavior is expected of all students. To encourage positive behavior and responsibility we are implementing Classroom DoJo, where students can self-monitor their behavior. To encourage responsibility in completion of classroom work, on Friday’s students who have be engaged learners throughout the week will be able to play Workopoly. If there is a behavior concern a behavior reflection thinking map will be completed. 
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Thank you! 
Christine Miller

creich@jeffco.k12.co.us
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Jessica Somers
jdamitz@jeffco.k12.co.us
